"BL INDIES"  LEAD  USEFUL  LIVES 
SOCIAL  SERVICE  IN  BOMBAY 
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SOCIAL  SERVICE  IN  BOMBAY 

"  Blindies  "  Lead  Useful  Lives 

Miss  Millard,  with  five  of  tl 
kindergarten  children  in  the  Blii 
School,  Bombay.  Later  these  ch 
dren  will  learn  to  read  Marat 
Braille,  and  to  do  cane  work.  . 
present  the  enrolment  in  the  blii 
school  is  fifty  students,  who  a 
under  the  sympathetic  guidance 
seven  teachers. 

The  blind  school  meets  an  edm 
tional  need  which  is  especially  urge 
in  India,  where  blindness  is  unusual 
prevalent.  Medical  missionari 
affirm  that  with  proper  care  at  bir 
much  of  the  blindness  in  India  cor 

Five  Blind  Kindergarten  Children  be  prevented  ;    but  as  long*  as  tl 

Later  They  Will  Learn  Marathi  Braille  in  Miss  Millard's  Bombay  care    cannot    be    given,  institutio 

School  for  the  Blind  ...       •  ...    ..       .       .  ,  •  > 

like  the  blind  school  must  minimi 
through  education  for  the  blind  an  evil  which  cannot  be  prevented.  ; 

A  blind  preacher  and  musician  ready  to  start  out  on  an  evangelistic  tour  with  Miss  Picks 
of  the  Satara  District.    Graduates  of  the  blind  school  who  have  sufficient  talent  and  educati 
become  excellent  preachers,  and  wield  a  wide  influence  among  the  Christian  communities 
several  districts — in  addition  to  being  persuasive  evangelists. 


Blind  Preacher  and  Musician,  Satara 
Sightless  Evangelists  Do  Effective  Work  and  Wield  a  Wide  Influence  in  Several  Districts 
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SOCIAL  SERVICE,  BOMBAY 


M,  /  new  commandment  1  give  unto  yout  That  ye  love  one  another  ;  as  I  have  loved  von, 
that  ye  also  /ore  our  another*  — John  IS:  34* 
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Blind  Bhau,  Sirur  Cane-Worker 


Blind  Bhau,  cane-worker  in  the  Sirur 
carpentry  school,  is  a  typical  example 
of  the  sort  of  training  given  in  the 
blind  school  at  Bombay.  After  com- 
pleting the  course  in  cane-work  there, 
he  married  a  nice  girl  with  sight. 
Now  he  is  able  to  support  both  himself 
and  his  wife  with  his  earnings.  If  he 
had  not  been  trained  for  this  work,  he 
probably  would  have  been  a  charge 
upon  his  relatives,  or  one  of  the  blind 
beggars  so  numerous  in  Indian  villages 
and  cities.  Bhau  turns  out  chairs  like 
the  one  shown  in  this  picture,  and  other 
cane-work  of  high  quality. 

Scattered  throughout  Bombay  Presi- 
dency are  other  graduates  of  the  blind 
school,  who  have  passed  out  of  the 
darkness  of  useless  existence  into  the 
light  of  productive  living.  Many  of 
them  do  cane-work  or  other  manual 
labour  ;  some  are  evangelists — preach- 
ers or  musicians — a  few  are  colporteurs 
or  other  kinds  of  mission  agents. 


Students  of  the  blind 
school  are  taught  to 
read  Marathi  Braille. 
Those  who  are  able  to 
do  the  work  may  com- 
plete the  full  high 
school  course  and  ap- 
pear for  the  university 
matriculation  examina- 
tion. The  p  i  c  t  u  r  e 
shows  a  class,  one 
member  of  which  is 
reciting  before  the 
teacher.  The  back- 
ground of  reading 
made  possible  by 
Marathi  Braille  insures 
preaching  which  is  in- 
telligent as  well  as 
persuasive  on  the  part 
of  blind  evangelists. 


Learning  Marathi  Braille 
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Bombay's  Challenge  to  Christianity 
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Bombay's  Busy  Cotton  Mills 
In  This  City  Are  More  than  85  Great  Mills,  Employing  More  than  150,000  Persons 


Few  realize  the  magnitude  of  the  social 
changes  which  are  taking  place  in  the  Eastern 
world  as  a  result  of  the  spread  of  Western  indus- 
trial civilization.  Japan  is  only  now  beginning 
.o  understand  how  great  are  the  problems  of 
national  hygiene  and  social  and  moral  adjust- 
nent  which  result  from 


problem  than  in  the  city  of  Bombay.  Bombay 
is  the  creation  of  Western  commerce  and 
industry.  Like  New  York,  it  was  nothing  but 
a  little  island  until  the  white  man  came.  Also 
like  New  York,  its  mighty  harbour  attracted 
trade  and  its  restricted  area  caused  congestion. 

The  development  of  the 


he  drift  to  the  city, 
t  ndia  has  not  gone  so 

ar  as  Japan  in  this 
change.  She  is  large- 
ly a  land  of  villages, 
yet  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing problems  to-day  in 
India  is  that  of  making 
life  livable  for  the 
village  folk  who  are 
being  driven  by  stern 
economic  need  to  flock 
to  tiie  great  city. 

The   movement  to 
the  great  cities  of  the 


*****************  ***  *******  ************ 


The  immigrant  drift  into  Bombay 
during  the  decade  from  1911  to  1921 
among  three  important  sections  of 
the  population  of  India  was  as 
follows : 


Christians 
Mahars 
Mahrattas 

— From  the  official  Indian  census,  1921. 


2,264  souls 
77  %  increase 
300  %  increase 


*************************************** 


cotton  manufacturing 
industry ,  however,  filled 
its  narrow  lanes  and  its 
rambling,  dark,  insani- 
tary tenement  houses 
with  people.  It  is  a 
significant  fact  that  of 
the  million  and  a 
quarter  people  now 
living  in  Bombay  only 
sixteen  per  cent,  were 
born  there.  Something- 
like  1,050,000  have 
come  in  from  outside. 


Orient  brings  to  the 


missionaries  a  new  and  urgent  challenge  to 
vital  Christian  service,  and  all  over  the  world  they 
are  rousing  themselves  to  meet  this  challenge. 

Perhaps  there  is  nowhere  in  the  East  where 
this  movement  to  the  city  presents  a  greater 


Drifting  to  Bombay 

Missionaries  of  Western  India  are  face  to 
face  with  a  drift  of  their  Christian  flocks  to 
Bombay  City  which  calls  for  immediate  action. 
Figures  will  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  what  has 
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Bombay's  Beautiful  Shore  Line 
Behind  the  Coast  Rises  a  Mighty  Mountain  Wall -the  "Western  Ghats" 
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